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AMAYBE TS5 THE SULTRY, CIMRUS-SCENTED BREEFE blowing off the Mediterranean

Orr the sulfurous smoke that billows from the top of Mount Erma, 2 subtle reminder
that Sicily is home to Vulcan, the Roman god of fire. Or perhaps ir's because the enig-
matic island is a perperual rease—Forever out of reach of ehe Iealian mainland, What-
evier Ehse reason, this 5-:||||:-rr|'|pi.;,|.| oelsis can seduee almost an vorse inbo mishelay g,
it seems=—slightly naughey behavior is the norm here,

[e's firtinyg thag [k H- Lawrence hoded up with bis wide, Fricda, m the rown of Taormina,
on Sacily's northeasr coast, back mihe 19208 oo write Lady Chatrerley'’s Lover, one of
the most seandalous novels of its era. More recently, an ad campaign by a Sicilian hotel
assoczation declared: *Let your love bloom under the sun of Sicily.” The deal was sim
phe: Book a room at any of 24 of the slands Hotels del Sole, frolic berosen the slheets
for a night or two, then retumm nine months later—wirh the fruit of your passion in tow—
1 claim a free weekensh Whesher you're picniscking om mussels and moscars under a
full maxon near the Greek temple of Seaesta, anchoring a vachs odf a deserted beach near
the medieval ciey of Cefalty, or looking for the Acolian Islands from Ema's summir, Sacaly
s custoan-made for coupling up,

Even faulty appliances can't break the spell. Paul Benmetr and Land Bevaoqua, an Amer-
1Can -\;\-c:-|||1|n' N |i-.l'|:E; i Pare, saided from mainkind [|;j_|§, 1o 4 villa wess of Palermio for
their honeymioon. On cheir first might, the washing machine sprang a leak, flooding ther
cory Sicilian getaway in an unforumate and ironic Venetian rwist. Since everything moves
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lowdy in Sicily, the washer wasn't fised for ten days. Bar the new-
howeds were s blissed our by the ml!lin,p.—h:luk:«'.:l.rd archards |'llE'.'l'.':|-'
with lemomns and figs, a private cliff-encircled beach accessible by
a path owme the hack doos, and a pearby market stocked with odives,
wiirie, Al rustic bresds—that they soon abandoned sphiseeng plins
and bazed away the days ar ehe villa. “ Al was forgotten inthe sun,
sea, and lemons,™ says Paul, Sach is the Sicilian dolce vira.

The 5, 830-square-mile island is peppered with spots ideal for
such romance, It few coanpare 10 Masseria Mandrascare. This
I 7eh-century farmhouse is conic Sicily: Cypresses line the drive
way, geese strut thoough the courtyard, and the swimming pool sits
like a mirage in a beld overlooking alive groves and vineyards. The
a1% Farmhbaoasse sustes share the courtyard bur are plenry privane, with
x.‘lﬂ-.|'|l.'|i|.:|l-[-..|!|:| ||-:I-|.'|||.'r.h,c:-'.|1|:-:n:all:-\:1n|.-., and Epacions beds. And
since the owner doubles as a fellow in the Tralian Cooking Acad-
emy, yoan might be content o never leave the property. In case yvou
do, plenty of diversions are chose by, incheding the 1 1th-cenmry
hillside village of Piazza Armerina (the rumored retirement retrear
of Emyperar Maximian, who neled Rome from A, 286 oo 305, and
home 1o the UNESCO World Heritage sice Villa BRomana del
Casale), the village of Agrigento (an almost fully intace town dae-
inkg, 0 Ehve sixth centwey ), and Saracusa (@ 27-cemiury-old ciry famous
for its temiples of Zews and Apolla),

L] you feel thi UTRE Dy break a sweat ourdoors, scale Mownt Emea,
knovwn in local parlance as Mongibello (from the Latin micers and
Ak fetiel, botl mearng “maountam” . Ema s imdeed a mountains
msuneain, comiplens with lava desers, winten illll."‘\-lﬂ.iilllﬂ.. and .II:IIFII\.'
opparmunities for secluded picnickmg,. Climb, take o bus, or ride
a tram to the large craters near the 10,902 -foot summit for views
iy the Acodian lslands, hame to Aendus, Gireek o of the winds,
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T cemper Erma’s rugged mason-
scape, head down to Taormina,
the mlond % version of Maonee Carlo,
where Eneo p,'ll.!ll.'r.:ll. laze on
beaches and wander niny café-limed
sfeers. From town, keep an eye on
the mountaim: Erna 5 the :'.ar'_!;r-u
walcando i Europe, 501t often pro-

Attraction S duces geothermal fireworks—ithe
'r';‘:"fﬁc’mfﬁdq‘_ perfect mood highnag.

onrioin Tecnead Sobak i e
{rnisobekcom) cus Prerhaps the bestg way 1o sec Sicily

is on a sailboat charter from
Malermo to Messina, ,'.In.uu,; the
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based charkesyoacht aghuid, : ;
STy O a stiff coffes in Palermo’s La Cala
NOWOgas (DOBnOY- peighborlod befone setting sail for
mﬂﬁ_g;;ﬂmm Cefaliy, o medieval tom with one
Sieslican otheoniun of the best beaches in Sicily. Mexi

g1l on g0 Iymdaris, where the
remains of an ancient Greek city perch on a ehiff overlooking the
sea. Then move on to the Acolians, an archipelago of seven
unspoiled volcanic islands. The ven-day tour winds down in
Messana, the jumping-off point to mainland Iraly.

In a periect world ths meling pot of myths, gods, and medieval
casthes would remain an isalased anachroniza, Bug no hing this pocsd
can lxsg: A proposed pwo-mile-long bridge connecting Sacily o the
mainland = slated for complenion in 200 2—which means now is
ehe tiese o visit, before the Fiat-dniving mainlanders descend like
flies to haoney, and while you can sll maintain the exquisite illu-
sion thar vou have the place to yourselves. 8
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